Declining testicular function in the aging stallion: Management options and future therapies.
Declining fertility in association with declining testicular function is commonly seen as stallions age and can be the cause of significant economic losses in the equine breeding industry. This manuscript describes how to clinically recognize the signs of age-related declining testicular function (testicular degeneration) and also provides mare and stallion management strategies for improving reproductive outcomes. Finally, the current understanding of the pathophysiology of the disease is presented, including the results of recent studies that are beginning to uncover the underlying causes for age-related declines in testicular function in stallions. These new findings provide a basis for possible future treatments that could delay the effects of aging on the testis.